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ABOUT THE COVER

Desmoplasia, hypovascularity, and hypoperfusion work in tandem to prevent antibody
therapy of pancreatic adenocarcinoma. In order to disrupt the tumor-stroma interaction and
alleviate these factors, Wang and colleagues designed a smoothened inhibitor of sonic
hedgehog signaling (NVP-LDE225). In the patient-derived xenograft shown on the cover, NVP-
LDE225 reduced the number of Ki67þ tumor cells (shown in green). Cell nuclei are
counterstained in blue. Taken together, their results demonstrate that NVP-LDE225 dosage for
five to ten days primes tumors for treatment with therapeutic antibodies such as cetuximab.
Their results rationalize future clinical study of NVP-LDE225 in solid tumors. Read the full
article on page 2074.
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