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Experiences of Family Communication and Cascade
Genetic Testing for Hereditary Cancer in Medically
Underserved Populations—A Qualitative Study
Erica M. Bednar, J. Alejandro Rauh-Hain,

Jose J. Garcia, Norma de Aguinaga,

Mary Anne Powell, Sylvia L. Peral, Roni Nitecki,
Kirsten Jorgensen, Natasha L. Rudy, Karen H. Lu,
Charles A. Leath III, and Isabel C. Scarinci

This study of intrafamilial communication and cascade
genetic testing experiences of patients with hereditary
cancer and their relatives from diverse, medically
underserved populations identified relatives’ perceived
susceptibility to hereditary cancer risks, distress, and fear as
frequent reactions and barriers to testing. These results may
inform future hereditary cancer prevention efforts.

Early-onset Colon Cancer Shows a Distinct
Intestinal Microbiome and a Host-Microbe
Interaction

Darbaz Adnan, Jonathan Q. Trinh, Deepak Sharma,
Muhammad Alsayid, and Faraz Bishehsari

Early-onset colorectal cancer is on the rise, presumably
because of changes in environmental exposures. Lifestyle
changes may contribute to colorectal cancer via
alterations in gut microbes. Here, we show that microbial
association with colorectal cancer is age-dependent, and
microbe interactions with tumor pathways are stronger in
young versus older colorectal cancers.

Acknowledgment to Reviewers

The surge of colorectal cancer (CRC) in young adults has been attributed to environmental
exposures, such as changes in lifestyle, which, in part, act via alterations in the gut microbiome. In
this study starting on page 29, Adnan and colleagues found age-related differences in the CRC-

associated gut microbiome by analyzing data from several hundred CRC and healthy individuals.
Their analysis unraveled distinct microbial-host interactions at the tumor site of early-onset vs.
late-onset CRCs. Overall, findings from this study lend support to an age-dependent role of
intestinal microbes in colon tumorigenesis. The cover image is adapted from Fig. 1 that exhibits
fecal microbiome compositions and differentially abundant species between CRC and control

subjects.
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