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With the rise in colorectal cancer (CRC) incidence and mortality in adults under 50 years,
Imperiale and colleagues conducted a case-control study, starting on page 513, to identify factors
associated with early onset CRC in male veterans aged 35-49 years with the goal of determining
who should be considered for screening prior to age 45 or 50. Cases (1 = 600) of early onset CRC
were identified between 2008 and 2015 in men aged 35-49 years and were matched on facility and
year of diagnosis to 1200 colonoscopy controls and 1200 clinic controls without CRC. The cover
image is adapted from Fig. 3 and shows the decile of predicted probability of CRC (on the x-axis)
vs. the observed CRC risk (percent; on the y-axis) in the validation cohort for the 15- and 7-
variable models derived from the derivation cohort across five imputed datasets. Both models are
well-fitted to the data. The 7-variable model includes age (from 35 to 49 years); service-connected
disability; the Charlson comorbidity score; CRC in a first-degree or second-degree relative; current
ethanol use; and no regular use of either statins or NSAIDs.
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